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2 j Miss Gandy, 








Attached hereto is photostatic material concern— 
ing the captioned matter obtained by the Washington Field 
Office from the files of nalter Steele of the National 
Republic Magazine. This material was made available gratu- 
Atously by Mr. Steele and was forwarded to the bureau by 


letter from the Washington Field Office dated August 27, 
\ 1942. 
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Dr. Boas to Be 
Honored for 
Life of Science 


10 Noted Figures in 
World of Culture to 
Sponsor Affair 
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F \ Central Park South, 

$ XS ‘Announcement of plans for 
ag dinner was made by Dr. Abrah 
R lexner, director of the Insti 
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"THE PLAINDEALER, 











‘If we ave to fight and defend our qouatry as Amer- 
fcan citizens on the same battle fikld as the white 
man, then why can’t they train and make prepara- 
tions to build iniplements of warfard with the white 
man, At the old Sumner high scljoo? we believe 
|” that It ts safe to say that the Jum chow set-up or- 
| tginates with the nevd and is not ol destre on the 
part of white studen’s. It 303 becal proven in the 
past that in most cases all discr and jim 
® — erowism originates with a few old fogsils who head 
up the show and pass the buck back and forth to 
different sources. We think that }the Board of 
Education in Kansas City, Kansas, hag done enough 
~ buch passing on the oeiense jim crowism tm Kar.- 
cas City and the Negro citizens should|put it down 


in their day boak that there will be nother elso- 
tisg in the spring of 1943. 
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. RACIAL PREJUDI 
‘The following article by Franz* Boga) utstand- 


ing scientist, which appeare@ ee MASSES: 
this week is reprinted in this newspaper because 
of tts clear-cut statement of racial tendencies and 
their simflarity and Mkeness in all buman beings 
regardless of race, color or cred. Also the arti- 
cle points out the importance of envirddifient on 
races, and Jast but not least, the writer shows im _ 
every way that the Negro is not inferior, but ef- 
fected by the environment in his actions and a¢- 
justment to life ss 

“Racial prejodice is as rampant as ever. No 
matter how clearly it may be proved that mental 
character is not determine¢ by racial descent antl 
shsted by every membar of the race, or how de- 
fuitely it may te shown that the low’ ition * 
of the ability of certain races is due to ignt ot 
their achiezo:achts, the prejudice remans and has 
to Le fought over and over again. ‘. 
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Sacnuons ad. to the incidents of life 


beajnaodDeriea BEAR’ 
we find them to a considerable degree in pure-bred 


animals. f 


“Actual studies of human facéi have proved 
abundantly that there is no poulation ‘that fulfils 
these cenditions. It is inteIMgible Tat the highly 
mixed populations of Europe and the United States 
cannot be pare races; but even in small commun!- 
ties that have intermarried among themselves for 
a Yong time and im which a greater uniformity 's 
found than in the modern mixed population, there 
stil are such pronounced differences between ‘n- 
dividuals that we can never hope to find any one 
individua? who would represent the charactecistics 
of his race, as we find im pure-bred enimass. 


“It we were to dearch for families that repre- 
gent what we like to cal? the most typical repre- 
sentatives of the race, we should be equally disap- 

* pointed. Tt {s obvious that the brothers and sis- 
tera who represent one family are not as diverse 
among themselves as the whole mass of individ- 
uals of the race. Researches in regard to this 
question have also shown that both the differences 
between the brothers and sisters and the differences 
between the family Mines are so great that it is 
quite impossible to establish a racial type without 
taking Into consideration the great differences be- 


tween individuals of the same descent as well as 


the differences between the families. 


“It 19, of coureo, undeniable that the great di- 
visions of mankind differ in bodily appearance. 
Studies of the adaptability af the body fo the de- 
mands made upon It by the environment in which 
the races live, have not shown any fundamental dif- 
ferences for the various races. The reason is that 
our body is highly adaptable to the demands made 
upon it. We can live and work in the tropics and 
fa the Artic, at sea leve? and in high altitudes, in 
abundance with regular diet or under very trying 
conditions. Whatever the demands made upon our 
bodies may be, we find many individuals in every 
Population whose bodies are equalty capable or in- 
capable of satistying the demands made by the cul- 
ture in which they live. The claim that we may 
Judge an individual by his or ber racial descent 
fs fundamentally wrong 


‘Whe behavior of every one of us depends to 
& certain extent upon his bodily endowment, which 
varles s0 much in every race thet in every one of 
them the most diversé t¥pes are found, from the 
intellectually imbelice to the genius, from the 
weakling to the strongest character. Our indiy- 
Sdual behavior depends upon our individua? endow- 
ment, and in its form upon the social standards 2f 
the group n which we llve When outer conditions 
change, the behavior of the poulation will change. 
A free people living in economic security will be- 
have differently from one enslaved and insecure 


“For this reason there is no justification in try- 
tng to determine the ability of a whole people from 
the way they live at a given time. The free and 
secure will appear gifted; the down-trodden and 
insecure as unable to cope with the difficulties of 
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Peans, knows the industrial ski 
tile artistic genius, the police 
ability of the Negro. In eyery 
region from West Africa throygh 
the Sudan to South ‘ASsen 


any king of the Middle Ages ad 
equally regardless of the interests 
of the people subjugated by them. 


we expect the Negro race to 
pe aerate ts 
Jong as economlé and sociab di 
crimination persist? We must 
demand equality, not equality oa 
Paper, but equal rights in life, 
equa? opportunities, and a break- 
down of the sociad barriers that 
oppress even those who in charac- 
ter and achievement ure dften in- 
finitely superior to those who will 
Bot acknowledge for them the 
Claim that is so often heraNed as 
Tee basis of our society, the claim 
tal ma are BOM with equal 
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Form No. 1 A 
This cASEORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT | parewnex mane: | remonron, REPORT MADE BY bl) 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK |. 2-Ube3 | 12-23-42 | eae eae | 
Y™s PROFESSOR FRANZBOAZ, also known as ee et oe 
Professor Franz - _|° INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
K CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
Professor FRANZ BOAZ,member and sponsor 
of various alleged Commnist front or= 
ganizations, died December 21, 192. 











ice a i FACTS: 
i i 


-C- 


DETAILS: This case is predicated upon the fact 

that a review of various literature and 

letterheads on file inthis office has 

dndicated that the subject was a member . a 
of the following organizations which have 
deen alleged to be Commnist fronts: 


| Chairman, American Comuittee for Democracy 
and Intellectual Freedom, 19403 


National Sponsor for the aAverican Committee 
for Protection of Foreign-Born, 19405 


muro COTRN me tec eS a 


DAT (Th D | sepesldiiarer of the National Council of the American _ 
= Ne; ce Mobilization, 1940; ~ as 
: i * eee ace 14 


- Member of the Advisory Council of the American 
Council for Cultural Relations with Russia,» 
129335 c+ i “3 Sesser 
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Sponsor of the Comittee to Defend America * 
by Keeping out of War, 1940; whee 


Honorary Chairman of the Council for Pan- 
American Democracy, 1913 ; 


Sponsor of the National Emergency Conference - 
to Save Spanish Refugees, 19103 


: Sponsor of the Schappes Defense Committee, 
lls “4 


Sponsor of the First Inter-American Student 
Congress, 19393 


4 Sponsor of the German-American Bnergency 
.. . Conference, 1923 , ¥ 


- 
‘ 
— 





Signer of a petition of the Citizens’ Com- eR 
mittee to Free Earl Browder, 19k1. bec 


mas | "The Daily Worker", of December 22, 1942, contains an - BS 
‘ article, stating'that Professor BOAZ, @ member of the faculty of Columbia 
University, died December 21, 19l2.| According to this article, Professor 
eS BOAZ was born in Minden, Westphalia, on July 9, 1858. He was educated at = 
ok the Universities of Heidelberg, Bonn, and Kiel, receiving a degree of Doctor ~, 
of Philosophy from the last-named institution in 1881. He became a Professor 
of Anthropology at Columbia University in 1899, and was on its faculty since 
that time. ‘ 








yi In view of the above facts, instant case is being placed in. 
a closed status. : 4 ict 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER é : oe 
DIRECTOR -~ 
—_- 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


Washinaton, B. €. 
ye) April 9, 1943 

( Received: 3:10 PM 

\ 


Typed: 3:50 PM . 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. cusq PO . = 
Mr. Mumford 


. Oo 7 Mr. Piper 
Ne" RE: FRANZ BOAZ Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 
ri Tele. Room 
Mr. Nesse 
j Miss Beahm 
“ Miss Gandy 


b)G\e) 
(b) al of Congressman Kerr's Committee called me and asked 
if we had any information on the > captioned indi individual, who, he thought 


| 
was over Dr, rp Tetson atyolunbia University. 
| 
| 

















I told thet we vould check and let_him knom. 


Very truly yours, 


D. M. Ladd Crens) 
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we Y The following biographical data is set forth with respect 
above-captioned person, and is taken from the 1940-1941 issue of "ho 
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MEMORANDUM 
Re: FRANZ » also known as » 


Frans ¥ 
INFOnMATICN CONCERNING 





Mexico, 1912; former corr. sec + 
pres. Fuergency Soo. German ang Austrian Bci,, 1920-28; men, Mat. | 
Acad Sciences, Am. Philos. Soc., As. Antig, Soc., Am. Folklore Soo, 
(editor 1908-255 prec. 1931)s fellow AD ALS. (VePe rig 

. pros. 1931), B. Y, Acad Sciences 
a foress 1907, 1908), 
“\ Anthropology Sos. Vienna, 
+>" dergieche Cesellschaft, Frankfurt, Geog. Soc. Gotedors, 
‘“ Soe, Hasburg, Ceographical Sos. of Furaburg, St.ttgarts 
Anthropolical Institate of Great Britain and Ireland, Polk Lore Sos, 
of Londons corr, men. Inst. for History of Civilization (Csle), 
eal societies of Brussels, Florence, Koscow, Paris, 


‘Indian the oes 
Orcanization and Seoret Societies of the Kwakiutl Indians"5 *Lathlanct Texta"s ites 
*The Eskimo Baffin Land and Budson Bay"s "Handbook of American-Indian Languages® 
three volumes) 5 Tsimshian Mythology"s *Kutenal "5 "Tlingit Grammar"; 
"Ethnology of the Kwakiutl"5 *Keresan besten; mrelicion, gf Paachegetat) Indians. 


h source of information in New Tork City has subaitted the feller 


organisations with woich Professor Boas was indicated to have been affilia 
Communist " 


with. ationguroe described these organisa ons as being alleged = 


groups: aaa # ime cats re tes 
‘ schairsan) American Comittee for Deoocracy 
<6 and I ‘ectural Freedom, 19405 
Kational Sponsor “tor wy Mieortean Comsittes 
_ for Protection of Foreign-Sorn, 1940; ‘ 








Sponsor of thrirat Inter-American Student . 
Congress, 19395 


Sponsor of to ecrnac-inertoan Emergency 
Conference, 1942; 3 


Signer of a petitiog of the Citisens' Com 
mittee to Free Zarlf{Browder, 1941." 


ime tase source frou which the above material was received atvised 
that the 


ALL 
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entitled, Prof. Franz’ Boas, aka Prof. Fran: 8, Internal Security —C Cui 
“ In Depenber, 1941, a confidential informant subxitted information ray 
_ J concerning th Council of African Relations, which was described by the informant 

+ as being a Commniat "front" organization. He described it as being "dressed up" 

as a synpsthetic and anthropological organisation comprised solidly of os 
and civic leaders. Among the porsons named was Dr. Frans Boas who, the informant. 
tated, had in recent months and in regard to his front activities had his name ot | 
spelled as Boas. The informant comented that it appeared strange he shoald | 
Gariiidg sen ehegerates f fourth year. . +. aad 
(100-69266-1 AConfidential Informant 
<r Franz Boas has been 


Pan-American Demooracy 

and to have been active since the early part of 1940, then 

quarters at 105th Averme, Mew York City. Information has been confidentially 
Feceived that the Council is generally supposed to have been organised by 
American League for Peace and Denocracy after the latter was exposed as & 
Communist front organisation receiving Communist financial 


< The source from which the above information was received stated 
Dr. Boas had served on various conmittess of a radical nature for several 
, being at one time active in the dmerican League for Peace and 
chester County and Riverside Branch, The source reported that Dr, Boas 
alleged to h spoken on many occasions for radical organisations and » 
helped considerably in the Spanish Loyalist cause, The inforsant indicated that 
Dr. Boas felt the Dies Committee was dangerous to American institutions, and that 
th tacks of the Committes on trade unions, together with the alleged practice 
of rating organizations, should be stopped at least in another period of 


hysteria. (61-79-84; 100-13361 z 
fhe following 1s being quoted from @ source of information which | 
: is 


available certain material with respect to Frans Boas: oy se 
sien nee ert . 
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‘ Comittee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky; Honorary President ef Cerman~ 
z 45 American League for Culture; a contributor for Equali' magazine; an advisor 
* the organisation of the Kew World Settlement Fund for Spanish Refugees; .- 
@ sponsor of the Spanish Intellectual Aid. He is a meuber of the i 
League to Abolish Capital Punishment; Advisory Council, Society for 
Cultural Relations with Russia; Rational Committee for the Defense of 
Political Prisoners; John Reed Clubs; Hew School for Social Researchy 
World Congress Against War; American Comittee for Struggle Against War; 
National Committee, League Against Fasciany National Committees to aid 
Victins of Geraan Fasciems World Peaceways; Conference on 
Democracy; “orld Association for the Advancement of Athei: 
other organisations. - AP: Wee ee 
"Boas' name is constantly mentioned in the pages of the New: 
York Daily Worker. For esample, the Hew York Daily Korker for February 
13, 1940, carried an ites captioned "Boas Aids Befense of Detroit Raid 
Victins.' The Kashington Post on December 2, 1939, carried an article” 
by Benjamin Stolberg, who, in referring to the Russo—Cernan alliance, 
Ld coments on sone of the ‘typical innocent fronts’ and states ‘probably 
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the most interesting innocent front is the Amsrican Comsittee for ~ 
Intellectual Freedom and Denocrasy, which, under the chairnanship of £ 
Profoseor Frans Boss of Columbia, enlisted over 1,000 American scientists 
and educators, anong then several Nobel prize winners. Behind Dr, Boas,’ 
who Gisclains being a Stalinist, the ri anisation work of the 
rittee is done by kabbi Stern, cotoekor Instructor, and w. I. 
\AFinkelstein, a notorious Stalinist, in the History Departrent of the 
“tgllege of the City of New York.* Se te wd 




















"Professor Boas is one of the signers 
‘In Defense of the Bill of Rights,’ wherein is condemned the indictment 
of Earl Browder by the Departaent of Justice and the cancellation by 
Harvard University officials of a speaking engacesent previously 
, for Browder. This statecent was reprinted and widely circulated by the 
Consunist Party in connection with @ meeting held in Washington on February 
4, 1940, which was addressed by Clarence Hathaway, meaber of the National 
“Committee of the Communist Party and editor of the Daily Worker." {(61-7559-7534. 


i 
eso prepared for the NG nds 95h (9 (Lp CTISA Wageh, Baal te daly, 1961 thet 
va the nane of Frans Boas appeared as a National Comaittcesan for the Portland 
2 Beergeney Council for Denocratic Rights. The infornant stated in @ comuni- 
cation prepared, "This organisation began its career in aly, pay 
following had appeared in the Kew York daily papers for three days in succession’ 
| ‘KANTED information leading te eriminal action against attackers of religions + 
groupe, such as Jehovah's Witnesses. Addreos confidential letter to Portland 
Dacrgency Council for Democratic Fights, 7325 5.E. 29th Aveme, Portland. ** "5; 
_- The source stated that under date of Decenber 4, 190, Professor Robert Ete 
- YacOregor sent a written protest to the Cit; Council ef Portland, Oregon, % q 
Cerested Karald)spring, noted by the ‘ornant te ¢ 
The letter expressing this test had the. 
et dare % : sf 


es 
































con 
5x90) Letieroad of the Jocel organisation in Portland, together with te ddentities 
onal Committeenen, among whic 


as above noted. (}0-/,1598-1-Infornant 


2100-2923-39 5s 


ab! 1327°rhbae BF EAS + page two, had an Inf! 
article entitled, "Committee for Democracy Answers 'Kanve The 

stated that a sharp attack had been made against the Arerican Comittee for - 
Denocracy and Intellectural Freedom; that euch attacks were based on rumor and « rs 
“name calling", charging that the organisation had been a "front organisation for: 
Communist activities. The statement was issued by the Executive Committees of the. * 
American Committee for Democracy and Intellectural Freedom. The article further «.~ 
stated that the Committee's honorary chairman was Dr. Frans Boas of Colusbia -‘ 


‘Vniversity, ir elle darned sated acne trmertarere Sie 


_- 400-0634) With respect to this organisation, an individual in Towa City, 
stated in April, 1941 that he had been requested by Professor Frans Boas 


”, Coluabis University to join the Ameri ttee for Denccra' % 
, Meare Prenton 7ao5 Toes a9, i Ss tines 













It has been reported that the nane of Professor Frans Boas appears 
on the Rational Council for the American Peace Mobilisation, now known as the 
bf ‘ * 
American Peoples Mobilization. (61-10498-~434) 3 


A confidential informant in July, 1942, subritted certain information 
with respect to the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, which he 
described as being an “absolutely controlled intellectural outfit." The #<s: 
informant listed the numes of various members, and where the person was know 
to the informant to be an "absolute Communist", the use of an "I" was used. Jt 
is noted that the nane of "Prof. (emeritus) Frans Boas—Cclumbia University® « 
sppears on this list and has an °X":for further identification, The informant. 

stated that the name of Professor Boaz appeared on an open petition sent to the 
Bog sident of the United States in the interest of Harry Bridges. (39-915-2051 


nformant x QMO cee3°iha itv D8. 085G} WTAE Lomtttee far 
icadenia Freedom in October, 1940, as made available by a confidential source, 
ports that Frans Boas was in full support of the policies of that organi- + 
tion. An informant from which this was received indicated that the Michigan 
ttee for Academic Freedom was working in the interest of the Communist 


(61-7566-1999, Confidential informant 


In correspondence published and distributed by the Committee to Defend 
ca by Keeping out of “ar in ily, 1940, Professor Frans Boas appeared as” 
@ sponsor, being shown to be Chairnan of the American Comittee for Democracy: 


governing body of the American Peace Mobilisation in the capacity of a menber 
of its National Council. The name sppeared therein as “Prof. Frans Boas, _. - 
Gclnabis, University.” (65 50198-599 N) ov ate MS aes 
- A source in New York City during May, 1942, subdaitted a list of 
who wore reportedly active in Communist "front" organisations, Among the indi< 
Viduals listed was the name of "Boas, Prof. Frans.* Ismediately following his 
_ ane was the following quoted information: “National Sponsor of the American * 
‘\ = Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born; nezber of the National Council ef 
. the Amorican Peoples Organisation; Sponsor of the Russian Kar Relief; Sponsor» °. 
of the Schappes Defense Committee; Sponsor of the Cernan~American Emergency — 
Conference (100-13758-434, letter from NYFO, 5-15-42, source not showa) 
v3 ©" Information was reported in Novesber, 1940 from an unknown source 
3 the name of Professor Frans Boas of Columbia University appeared on a list of *: 
>” sponsore for the Emergency Peace Nobilisation Comittes of Greater New York. 


‘oo *) C110498 p95 Zab eaAA Ree Ey WP etRrsBOEE BS EM reported 

+. , the name of Frans Boas appeared as one of five signers of an undated form 

* which requested the assistance ef its recipients to "Examine the case of Earl. 

Browder, imprisoned Communist leader, and to support snd appeal for his 

release. The letter concludes in part, it was reported, as follows: 
pyres H B 
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ma F : Fa ep Te 
“Each of the signatories to this letter has already signed # petition asking 
President Roosevelt for executive clezency for Mr. Browder. Because we are br: 
oonvinced of the importance of this issue, we are asking you, or fellow-teachers 
in Kew York City to read carefully the enclosed mexorandum of the case... Will 
you not then wire or write President Roosevelt, asking him in the nane of | ~ 
ational unity and American justice to release Zarl Browser?" | - " 
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jemocracy to Be Defended at 
Meetings All Over U. 
Lincoln's Birthday 
Fe a OT as 
CHIEF GATHERING 


3D ane? ¢ 


co) 
Secretary Wallace to Speak 
on Raoffal Theories—Danger 
“ Seen in Oppression Abroad 





‘alarmed at threats to the Mberties 
‘embodied in the Bill of Rights, will 


HERE sercion countries,” 


lared. “We do 
that this 


‘The nation's Yeading scientists, |sction.': "7 must, be followed. 
oe 


ope 6818 
"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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STUDENT OF MAN \ 
With the passing of Dr. 
anthropology loses its most 7 


‘guished interpreter. He was ® meas- 
turer of skulls and bones, who proved 
that the human race is very unstable 
‘and that since the first settlers came to 
‘this country the American physical 
type has changed; yet he declined to 
reduce his subject to mere 
measurements, He was « linguist; yet 
he realized the limitations of language 
im tracing cultural origins. He saw the 
immense value of psychology, yet be 
rejected the application of European 
modes of thought in explaining the 
reasoning of savages. He was ® geog- 
rapher before he became an anthropol- 
gist; yet he refused to consider en- 
vironment as the one determining 
factor in the shaping of cultures. He 
‘a geneticist; yet he made much 
importance of nutritional and en) | 
ental Influences in 
to “racial” differences, He wat 
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PROF, FRANZ BOAS, | 
,SOENTIST, DIES, a 


tas Chai bir of Anthrop Anthropology at 
* Columbia 43 Years—Emeritus 
Professor Since 1936 


AN AUTHORITY. ON on ‘RACE’ 


Debunked ‘Blond 4 "Blond Superman’ of 
Nazis—Made Study of Man 
in Many Parts of World 


Dr. Frank Boas, ric iag Prete Professor Emeri- 


tus of ag at Columbia 
‘University and one of the world’s 
leading authorities in the study of 
man and his inheritance, died there 
| yeaterday of a heart attack during 
juncheon at the Men's Faculty | 
Club. His age was 64. 

Although he had retired from 

teaching in 1936, Dr. Boas at his 
' death, was making a study of the 
' relation between physical and men- 
‘tal development. His retirement 
from academic duties six years ago 
seemed only to free him for in- 
creased activity in the political 
field on behalf of intellectual free- 
dom and democratic equality, in op- 
Position to the dictatorships of 
Europe. 
His special field of interest was 
| “the race question.” Even before 
j the first World War he was en- 
gaged in debunking the “blond 
superman,” and exposing what he 
called “this Nordic nonsense." And 
when Hitler seized power in the 
Germany which previously had 
heaped Dr. Boas with academic 
honors, his books were among the 
' first to be burned in 1933 at the 
German universities where he had 
lectured. 

“With the present condition of 
the world,” he said as he ~etired, 
“I consider the race question a 
most important one. I will try to 
clean up some of the nonsense that 
fa being spread about race these 
days. I think the question is 1 
particularly important one for this 
ope Spel ‘as here also people 


“What we know as race is large- 
ly a matter of environment. There 
is no such thing as pure race. All 
European races are mixtures of 
many stocks, particularly so when- 
ever you have a large group. | Ger- 


fone Of thn vacet mikwed! 
Gsasi 


| 
| 


ACWroRNET? 


Supdine are . Qe EnatP. 

(os istant Professor of Clin. 

| ical Medicine at Columbia Univer- 
sity, and two daughters, Mra!) 
Helene Marie Yampolak and Mra.|, 
Marie Franziska Michelson. 

Dr. Boas's wife, the former Ma- || 
rle A. E. Krackowizer, whom he 
married in 1887, was Killed in an 
@utomobile accident tn December, 
1929. A funeral service for Dr. 
Boas, which will be private, will be 
held ‘at his home, 230 Franklin 
Avenue, Grantwood, N, J. ) 


Asdistant at Royal Museum 
Dr. Boas was born at Minden, 
Westphalia, on J 1858, the son 
of M. and Sophie Meyer Boas. He 
studied in the Universities of Heldel- 
Bonn and Kieb from 1877 to 
‘and received bis Ph. D. from 
Kiel University the latter year. He 
bad taken a keen interest in geog- 
raphy, and joined an expedition that 
salled from Hamburg for the Arctic 
‘tm 1883. It was then that he de 
elded to take up 
bis'life work, 


nographical Museum in 
Berlin and) elec docent of gsog- 
Faphy at the University of 

1886 he came to the. United 


pological research that extended 
‘over North America and Puerto) 
‘Rico and lasted until 1927. 

Dr. Boas's first academic position 
in this country was as docent of 
anthropology at Clark University 
from 1888 to 1892. He was ap- 
Pointed chief assistant of the De- 
partment of Anthropology atthe 

cago Exposition, and in 1896 be 
went to Columbia University. | 

‘That same year he was appointed 
Assistant curator of the American 
‘Museum of Natural History, and 
from 1901 untl 1906 he was curator 


Och of bis time, however, was 
spent ie studying racial matters ta 
various parts of America. 

In ‘Mexico from 2010 to 1612, where 


HEREIN |S LINCLASSIFIED 


7 See 
ity = Fallacy 

After fifty years of 

| eal work, of which fo 

2 professor at Columbia, Univer 
sity, Dr. Boas came to the con- 
clusion that superiority and infert- 
ority of race are fallacies. Im 1931, 

of the Summer ses 
erican Association || 
for the Advancement of Science, af] 

Thich he was the president, ‘be } 
al 

“There fs no reason to believe 

"hat one race ls by nature gp much 
more _inteligest,  cadoved 
greater or extotonally 

Erore, stable han others that te 
difference would materially infly- 
‘nce ita cutture. 

“Nor ts there any good reason to 
Delleve that the differences between 
Faces are so great that the descend- 
ants of mixed marriages would be’ 
inferior to thelr parents. 

Biologically, there i nelther 
ood reason to ob; 

Sloee io-breeding tn healthy 

nor to intermingling of the 

cipal races. I believe that the pres- 

ent state of our knowledge 

Us to say that, while individuals 

differ, biological differences be- 

‘tween races are small, * * © 
Nobility of Mixed Origin. 

“What 1s bappening in America| 
now is the repetition on a larger 
scale and in a shorter time of what 
appened in Europe during the oen- 
turies when the people af North 
Europe were not yet firmly attached 


“The high nobility of all parts wf | 


Europe can be shown to be of very 
origin.” 
"the written works of Dr. Boas 


Degan with “The Growth of Chil- 


und Resse,” 


‘Primitive Art” 
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DR. FRANZ BOAS 
‘The New York Times, 1996 


—————————— 


Dr. Boas emphasized bis conten-|) 
tions about civilization, saying: 

“None of the civilizations was 
the product of the genius of a stn- 
gle people. Ideas and inventions 
Were carried from one to. the 
other; and, although intercommu- 
nication was slow, each people 
which participated 'in the ancient! 
evelopment contributed its share 
to the general progress. ** * As all 
have worked jer in the devel 
opment of the ancient civilizations, 
we must bow to the genius of all, 
whatever group of mankind they’ 
may represent, Hamitic, Semitic, 
Aryan or Mongol.”” 

‘Headed Germanic Socletios 

Dr. Boas never forgot the pre- 
Hitler Germany in which Re wae’ 
born. He headed Germanic socle- 
ties and he wrote letters of protest 
| against the Unfted States entering|| 
|the World War early in 1917. It 
{was bis fate, however, to incur the 
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ogy from 1901 to 1919, He was cor 
Fesponding secretary of the Ger-| 
manistic Society of America and 


member or Fellow of the following 
societies or associations: American 
Acad ‘of Sciences, 
Philosophical Societ 
tiquarian Society, 
Bociety—of 


, American AD-| 
jerican Folk- 
ich be was edt 


president in 1981); 

‘Academy of Sciences (president, 
iso); American. Anthropolle 
Bociety (president, 3907-1908; Amer- 
ean Academy of Arts and Sciences. |; 
Affe was honorary member or Fel- 
Jow of the Anthropology Society, 
Vienna; Société des Americanistes, 
‘Paris: Benckenbergische | 
echaft, Frankfurt; Googe 
Societies of Gothenburg, burs | 
309 Wurzburg; Anthropological In- 
stitute of Great Britain and Ire 
find: Folk Lore Society of London. 








Dr. Boas was a corresponding’ 
member of the Institute for tbe 
History of Civilization, Oslo; An:' 
thropological Societies of Berlin, 

‘Florence, Moscow, Paris, 


was also ® 


Akademie at Munich, 


the other books and 
Dr. Boas 








Re , Boas, Noted Anthropologist, 
y Dies*at 84; Widely Revered .\: 
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|integration of profound scholarship 
|with an advanced world view. A) 
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| worm in Minden, Westphalia, on! 
|guty 9, 1858, Boas was educated st 
the Universities of Heidelberg, Bonn 
and Kiel, receiving the degree of 
Ph. D and M.D. from the latter 
Institution in 268i. He became | 
sumjog #¥ ABojodozuyire Jo 20897034 
bia in 1899 and was on its faculty 
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Dies Here 
(At 84 : 


(Continued from Page 1) 


founder of the scientific study of the 
“language of the American 
‘Last year, at the age of &, he 
published two volumes In the field 
lof Unguistics. 


j joe ‘school, however, Dr. Boss 


iby the fascist powers. 
events caused him, he later said, to 
‘reconsider is whole world phil- 
osophy. 
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a po | Fret Bureau of Investd, 
-P = g 2 STATES DEPARTMENT OF i ae 
Y q { Washington, DeC. 
May 18, 19437 ge 


MFMORANDUM FOR MRe LADD 


Please be advised that an examination of the Congressional record 
of even date reveals that the following individuals were charged therein as 

‘/°  pedng members of the Communist, Nasi, or Fascist parties, or previous allega- 
tions of membership in such parties are denied, “gga 


’ 


ale 
Subversive Pjace of Addregs - lbga- De- 
Organization Rnployment (it given) Yion- nial 


4670 Professor Fri sO Columbia University : 
Discyssion the House of 
and : 


Aut 
(byXc) 


Respectfully, 
WR. Glavin 


U.S. DEPAHS Gt | 
——— 
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concealed Corn 

of this crse, was on we indivicvals wror 
. apres! Communist. seribes a conceale rimmist as one who 

‘dec not hold himself out as a Coammist and whe would deny membership 


in the Party. 
avised SA Se June 21, 1950 bh) 
e subject, that he Mert was pertinent, and he 


of afrre mew concerning th 

dictated this information to a stenographer cf this office, who was present 
during the interview. : 

knew about the subject, the 
estions in connection with 
ticular question as te the 
ymowledge. If he 

tions he dictated 


Re usec, in order to bring out all he 
following set of questions. He considered atl qu 
this subject. “there he did not comment on some par 
activity of the subject, then it 4s beeanse he had no 
recalled anythil rout the subject as a result of these ques 
what he mew. ‘he questions arc 45 follows: 








Tf observed a description and other identifying data; 


SRE TE not sony ancage dserintie cota stot SARE INFORRINTION Ci 
a. HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED A 
DATE_¢/a/e__BY. 


as a Communist 
get date, place and persons precent at "et; ap 


& Identify individual 
y 
ay 


2, Narrate how he mows indi vidval 


a. If scen ata closed meeting 


} = meeting 
3 b. If told officially that individual wus © Communist, who said it, what 
Ss were the cirewnstances, and who was present; 


c. Relate all occasions when he mot or heard of indix 


vidual as Commmist. 





3. Documnts 
a. Did individual cver write anything that mipt be ccnsidered Commnist 


; literature. 
Mow vasses", "Political Affairs®, 


for "Daily Worker", 
| 53939 a 


(Za th. = ‘and any front publications or other publications 
I. & 

co cases AP P reconven-118 [ 1/09, 

5 yrae-57 AWD : { JUL 17.1950 

COPIES nesseoran 3 rocked 18 are, 4 
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CORFBENTAL, 


letter to Director 
NY file 100-25908 


4 Fronts 
Was individual active in front organizations. 
a. Which organizations . 
b. How active was individual 


Espionage 
Was individual ever involved in secret work; 
What work; 
Who knew it; 
Did individual ever do any special work for party. 
Is individual still active or sympathetic toward Party. (a) 
Can you recall any trips abroad particularly to Russia and the k) 
approximete date of the trips? Can you recall the nature of the trips. 
(a 


id you ever hear that he had attended any of the training schools in 
Russia? 


did he, receive special consideration and attention from known Russi 


Did this subject appear to have entree to the Russian Consulete or 
an 
Agents or Communist Officials in U.S,? 


10, Is the subject working for the U.S. Government or is he affiliated in 
any way in Confidential Government work at this time? 


11, Did this individual have military training, Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
U.S. Army, other service? 


12, Wes this individual employed in vital industry? 
13. Do you know any other members of his family who are Communists? 


14. Do you know of any other activity on the part of the individual which 
would indicate that the individual is a concealed Communist? 


Additional questions were asked as a result of his answors to the above 
questions in order to fully develop his information. 
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CONFIBEHHAL 
Letter to Director “= : 
NY 10U-25908 


Attached is a blind memorandum dicteted by 
ntainine all the pertinent information concerning the subject which 
a presently recollect. 
The cricinal of each mcmo has been reviewed by, 2 he 
has made any necessary correetiong.ind he has signed the original. ‘he (Xo 
simed ori~inal of cach m: bein= retained in the confidential informant 
) = p 
i mea dividuals such as the subject of this case are, 
ng: Conminists an? since they are, in most 
nstancns, Tersons OF some prominence, it is sugces-ed that if the 
tion appearing in the attachee blind mm is re: orted, then Wr. 
aa: be given a tenporary confidenticl infermcnt symbol. 
Fer the informatio the Bureau the subject is one of the 400 
concealed Communists gS 02 he kiew, The irancs of these 


concealed Communists wereFe vo the Bureau in the care cantioned"Communist 
Party, USA, Internal Security - C", 
























FFANZ_BOAS 
Father of ERNSTYDOAS. 


Anthropologist. 
What I kmew atout rts from 
lea: uro like from 
They aL indicated that Mr. BOAS had agreed te 0.4) 
ier line" but that this was largely due te 
the influence o! (There was some doubt expressed as te 
appreciated what the Commnist A 


philosophy stood for). 


| ated FRANZ BOAS in rea. 
He was a member of a considerable number of Commnist fronts, 
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In the death of Franz Boas yesterday the 
world lost one of its 
of its outstanding leaders, mankind one 

of its best friends, 

democracy one of its 
stanchest defenders. || 
The 84-year-old 
dean of American 


saree gp eh 

active to the very 

end. Just before his 

death he presided at 

in informal luncheon 

of scientific friends 

ithered to do honor 

= Fens Bee Ba refugee scten- 

tist, Prof. Paul Rivet, dean of French an. 

| ropology Rivet now teaches in Colombia, 

whence he escaped after the Nazis overran 

Paris in 1940. Boas’ last words at this gath- 

| ding modestly summed up his greatest con- 
tribution to the science of man: 

“1 have proved a point about race.” 

Fallacy of Myth 


did prove, by incontestable scientific | 
, the essential unity of all saces and the 
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CLIO'S FANCY: DOCUMENTS TO PIQUE THE HISTORICAL IMAGINATION 
Franz Boas (a.k.a. Boaz) and the F. B. 1. 


Susan Krook 
Wayzata, Minnesota 





For those involved in the history of anthropology, the 
mere fact that the Federal Bureau of investigation once kept 
a file on Franz Boas is perhaps enough to pique a certain 
amount of interest. The added discovery that the Boas File 
is just one of a number of dossiers kept on the activities of 
anthropologists who attracted the attention of the FBI during 
this century suggests the existence of a body of historical 
data that might cast interesting (if somewhat colored) light 
on the development of the discipline. Under the Freedom of 
Information Act of 1966, it is now possible to obtain 
material relating to the investigative work and findings 
obtained by Government agencies. Although requests for 
information can be held up for long periods of time, and 
denials are not infrequent, the older files (especially those 
involving people who are no longer alive) seem to be more 
readily available, and to elicit more timely responses upon 
inquiry. 





During the Reagan and Bush presidencies, inquiries of 
the FBI, the State Department, and the CIA have been delayed 
increasingly. On April 2, 1982, Reagan signed the Executive 
Order that slowed the declassification of information process 
by placing new restrictions on access to material. This 
order superseded a 1978 Executive Order by President Carter, 
which had ordered declassification within a certain period of 
time, forbad classification of data after a request for it 
had been made, and curtailed declassification and review 
practices in the National Archives, and in other agencies and 
departments. Further tightening of procedures continued as 
late as October, 1987, with changes made by President Reagan 
and his Attorney General (Mitgang 1987:47-48) 


Domestic surveillance became professionalized by the 
FBI's best-known leader, J. Edgar Hoover, who served as 
director from 1924 until his death in 1972. He began working 
in the Justice Department in 1917, and within two years' time 
was providing Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer with 
material for the infamous antiradical "Palmer raids." The 
design and mechanisms that Hoover began with this work and 
later in domestic intelligence have outlasted him and 
generally remain intact to this day (Mitgang 1987:47) 





As the following document (discovered by Ira Bashkow in 
the National Academy of Sciences Archives) suggests, the 
Poreau's interest in Boas began in 1920, in the aftermath of 
reo criticism of "Scientists as Spies" and his censure by the 

erican Anthropological Association--and was apparently 
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precipitated by his chief antagonist in that episode, as part 
of a general campaign against him (Palmer 1920; cf. Stocking 
1968). 


office of the Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


January 20, 1920 
Dr. Charles D. Walcott, 
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


Your communication of December 22nd addressed to 
the President concerning the article appearing in the 
issue of "THE NATION" for Saturday December 20, 1919, 
page 797, signed “PRANZ BOAS" has been called to my 
attention. 


I desire to express to you my appreciation of your 
courtesy in calling this matter to the attention of the 
President and I have the Honor to advise you that the 
Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice has 
been instructed to make a thorough inquiry into the past 
and present activities of FRANZ BOAS, in order to 
ascertain whether or not he has been identified with any 
of the pernicious radical activities in this country. 


Faithfully yours, 
[A. Mitchell Palmer] 
Attorney General. 


How the FBI interest in Boas was manifest during the 
next fifteen years is unclear, since the initiation date of 
the file provided to me by the FBI is July 24, 1936. 
Numbered #100-15338, it continued to have data placed into it 
until December, 1942, and was officially closed on July 4, 
1950--which interestingly enough was a Federal holiday. The 
file was placed into a declassified category in 1983. 


Forty-nine pages in length, the Boas File was made 
available only after a great deal of information, including 
names and often entire pages, had been blacked out. Although 
there are twelve reasons for such censorship listed in 
response to each request for data, it usually falls under a 
clause in Title 5 of the United States Code, Section 552. 
This exemption reads, "Information which is currently and 
properly classified pursuant to Executive Order 12356 in the 
interest of the national defense or foreign policy, for 
example, information involving intelligence sources or 
methods" (Mitgang 1987: 47). Approximately one-half of the 
Boas File has been censored. 





Data included on informant pages show what type of 
information the FBI felt was important to the file. One 
unsigned page states, "Franz Boas had agreed to operate 
“under Communist discipline' but this was largely due to the 
influence of [BLACKED-OUT]. There was some doubt expressed 
as to whether Franz Boas in reality fully appreciated what 
the Communist philosophy stood for. He was a member of a 
considerable number of Communist fronts." A memorandum for 
the Attorney General says, "In conversation today with 
[BLACKED-OUT], he asked me to tell you that Boas, who is 
connected with Columbia University in New York City, is one 
of the leading “stooges' for Communistic groups in the United 
States. He is eighty-odd years of age and is used by these 
Communistic groups to put over propaganda for them." Another 
page of the file sent by Special Messenger names Boas as a 
"menace of the FBI" and adds, "Professor Boas is not a member 
of the Communist Party, according to reports which I have 
received. He is over eighty years of age and is said to be 
paralyzed and seldom comes to his office." 


Although these passages suggest that Boas was regarded 
merely as a "stooge," his name is followed by a "C" in the 
first pages of his file, which according to FBI coding stands 
for Communist (Mitgang 1987:46). One FBI agent in fact 
reported that "Professor Franz Boaz, also known as Professor 
Franz Boas, is considered to be one of 400 people, most of 
them prominent, who were classified as concealed Communists 
and, were thus sectioned to Internal Security with FBI 
investigative categorization." Although Boas' family had 
spelled their name with an "s" long before he came to this 
country, the "z" spelling was occasionally used earlier in 
the century by people who did not know him--one suspects with 
a certain xenophobic charge. The spelling issue figures 


.explicitly in another entry: “informant stated that Franz 


Boas had in recent months had his name spelled as Boas. The 
informant commented that it appeared strange he should change 
the spelling of his name in his eighty-fourth year." [!] 


Inclusion with the C designation was based upon 
information given to the FBI by informants and by reviews of 
literature and letters that pertained to loyalty or political 
commitment (Mitgang 1987:46). FBI agents were asked to query 
informants regarding a suspected subversive from a schedule 
containing fourteen questions, which provided the basis for 
an analysis and conclusion regarding the subject's political 
status. Among the questions asked regarding Boas were the 
following: . 


1. Has the individual ever written anything that could 
be considered Communist literature (Did the person write 


for The Daily Worker, New Masses,or Political Affairs?) 


2 Was the individual active in front organizations, and 
so, how active, and in which organizations? 
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3. Was the person involved in any espionage, and if so, 
what type and who knew it? Did the person ever do any 
special work for the Party? 


4. Is the individual still active or sympathetic to the 
Party? 
This series of questions is followed by a statement that 
additional questions were asked as a result of answers given 
by informants in order to fully develop information. 


The case for determining Boas' political bias was based 
not only upon informant testimony, but also upon his 
affiliation with certain organizations. Labeled as “extreme 
Left Wing Types," the organizations to which Boas was alleged 
to have belonged are listed in a letter J. Edgar Hoover sent 
to Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson on April 13, 1940: 


Committee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky 

Honorary President of the German-American League for 
Culture 

Advisor on the organization of the New World 
Resettlement Fund for Spanish Refugees 

Sponsor for the Spanish Intellectual Aid 

Member of American League to Abolish Capitol Punishment 

The John Reed Club 

New School for Social Research 

Society for Cultural Relations with Russia 

National Committee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners 

World Congress Against War 

American Committee for Struggle Against War 

National Committee for the League Against Fascism 

Committee for Victims of German Fascism 

World Peaceways 

Conference on Pan-American Democracy 

Association for the Advancement of Atheism 

Chairman, American Committee for Democracy and Intel- 
lectual Freedom 

National Sponsor for the American Committee for Protec- 
tion of Foreign Born 

National Council of the American Peace Mobilization 

Executive Board member of the American Committee to Save 
Refugees 

Member Advisory Council of the American Council for 
Cultural Relations with Russia 

Sponsor of the German-American Emergency Conference 

Sponsor of the Committee to Defend America by Keeping 
Out of War 

Sponsor of the Schappes Defense Committee 

Sponsor of the National Emergency Conference to Save 
Spanish Refugees 

Sponsor of the First Inter-American Student Congress 

Signer of the petition of the Citizens' Committee to 
Free Earl Browder : 





It is interesting to note that the FBI missed or omitted 
several organizational affiliations for Boas in their File. 
He was a member of the New York Conference for Inalienable 
Rights, American Peace Mobilization Common Council for 
American Unity, Committee for Defense of Public Education, 
and the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. He 
was active also in the East and West Foundation which was 
headed by Pearl Buck, and he belonged to the International 
Labor Defense Organization. (APS/BC) 


In addition to lists of organizational affiliations and 
informant questionnaires, the file includes newspaper 
articles which were clipped and then copied. A total of 
seventeen pages contain copies of articles that refer either 
to Boas' activities and commentaries, or to his death, 
Although clippings were taken from The New York Times The 
Plaindealer,and The New York World Telegraph, most of the 
articles are from The ily Worker. Agents noted the sharp 
dichotomy between Boas' memberships in organizations such as 
the American Anthropological Association, The American 
Philosophical Society, and American Academy of Science, as 
reported in The New York Times' obituary, and the listing in 
the The Daily Worker's notice, which cited Boas' affilia- 
tions with the American Committee for Democracy and 
Intellectual Freedom and the Conference for Pan American 
Democracy. 


Boas did not ignore the FBI, and he expressed concern 
for their activities by writing a letter of warning to his 
friends and colleagues in 1939. That letter, of course, also. 
became a part of the file: 


You are undoubtedly aware of the apprehension with which 
intelligent people throughout the country have realized 
the dangerous nature and scope of the FBI's activities 
as recently exposed by Senator Harris and the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Commission. We have learned that 
the FBI's uncouth and violent raids in Detroit are 
apparently only one phase of the undemocratic procedure 
of the tapping of wires, spying on labor committees and 
establishing for the future a nation-wide index file of 
progressive individuals who have never been either 
convicted or accused of a crime. 


It would appear that nothing less than a thorough 
investigation of these ominous activities of the FBI can 
prevent a repetition in 1940 or 1941 of the organized 
peSionad witch hunt that horrified the country in 1919 


Prominent Americans from various parts of the country, 
a8 of whom will represent organizations, are therefore 
prenning to meet in Washington on Sunday, April 14th, to 
pian an appropriate appeal to the administration. It is 








proposed to seek interviews on Monday, the 15th, with 
President Roosevelt, Attorney General Jackson, Senators 
Wheeler and Norris and other Senators and 
Representatives to request a thorough official 
investigation of the FBI. 


Whatever action is finally taken will of course depend 
on those of us who gather in Washington. I think it is 
important in this connection that there be absolutely no 
publicity on this matter until after we hold our 
meeting. 


Will you be able to join the delegation and to persuade 
other prominent Americans of your acquaintance to come 
with you? 


I realize that the time is short, but if we are to act 
at all we must act immediately. April 14th and 15th are 
the latest possible dates for effective action. Won't 
you kindly indicate your response immediately in the 
enclosed self-addressed envelope. 


While in retrospect the Boas File seems quite silly in 
parts and is certainly full of errors and unwarranted 
conclusions, it is interesting to note how Boas' duality of 
roles is perceived throughout the file. The obituary in The 
New_York Tim stated, "His retirement from academic duties 
six years ago seemed only to free him for increased activity 
in the political field on behalf of intellectual freedom and 
democratic equality, in opposition to the dictatorships of 
Europe." The Daily Worker added, “Never a scholar of the 
ivory tower school, Dr. Boas began to manifest an active 
interest in world affairs with the advent of Hitlerism, and 
later with t ttack upon Republican Spain by the fascist 
power. These ents caused him, he later said, to reconsider 
his whole world philosophy." 











Boas' own words perhaps offer the best possible answer 
to conclusions made about him in this File. Charges of 
feebleness, mental confusion, and hibernation are easily put 
aside merely by examining the work and correspondence that he 
was able to complete during the years 1940 to 1942. He wrote 
over 1500 letters during this time, and three-fourths of them 
pertained to political and social issues. In none of them 
do he appear to be confused or out of touch with the 
iss Letters he wrote to people like Einstein, John 
Peters at Yale and Harlow Shapley at Harvard are evidence of 
this type of correspondence (APS/BS). Boas' correspondence 
also revealed how he thought of his role as activist. Ina 
letter to the Union Theological Seminary President Henry 
Coffin, he said, "The only thing in which I am interested is 
complete intellectual freedom and I am trying to defend the 
rights .to a free expression of opinion." (APS/BC 31 March 
1941). In a letter to Sam Dyer, he stated, “In regard to 
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your remark that I am entirely within my rights to be a 
member of the Communist Party, I beg to say that I am not a 
member of any party, and reserve my vote according to my 
judgment of the issues presented at any given time, and that 
I. am attacking any kind of curtailment of intellectual 
freedom, fro whatever side it may come." (APS/BC 4 December 
1941) Finally, to the Tass Agency, Boas sent a Christmas 
telegram in 1941, and it reads: 


In the present struggle against Hitlerism our sympathies 
are entirely with the Soviets who bear the heaviest 
burden of the War against the present German Government 
whose aims threaten the very foundations of our 
civilization. We admire your courage in the defense not 
only of your country but also in the war against 
medieval ideology. Your conception of the equality of 
men regardless of race is a step forward in the history 
of mankind that we may well emulate. May the time come 
when the ideals of equality of opportunity and of the 
fullest freedom of thought and expression become the 
foundation of all modern society. (APS/BC 15 December 
1941) 


Boas felt secure in taking different roles in his later 
years, and the demand for his ideas and opinions was very 
real, especially with East Coast media sources. By speaking 
out about his beliefs it may be said that he “revived the 
idea that a scientist owed more to society than mere pursuit 
of knowledge and its economic application" (Beardsley 
1973:8) The charge that “the pure scientist has to be a 
moral eunuch or a civic hermit" (Kuznick 1988:19) could not 
be levied against Boas, but because of the roles he assumed 
he became a target for FBI investigation. By doing so, he 
joined the ranks of people like Hemingway, Faulkner, Capote, 
Tennessee Williams, Pearl Buck, and anthropologists such as 
Margaret Mead (Mitgang 1987: 47) Thus, another aspect of 
Franz Boa: life has become a matter of record and possible 
interest to historians who can look now at the fear and panic 
of his time and rationally decide how or if it relates to 
anthropology. 








Note 


1. The FBI File on Margaret Mead differs greatly from the 
Boas File. Over 500 pages long, this File attends to Mead's 
personality and qualifications for Government employment. 
Her file will be examined in a forthcoming article. 


te. peepee, by are Pisce: the editor wrote some months ago 
equesting ss own file; but although the request 
was acknowledged, the file has not yet appeared=-G.W-S. ] = 
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RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 


Robert Bieder (2010 Grovesnor Pl. Bloomington, IN 47401) 
and Hilke Thode-Arora are collaborating on a book on Adrian 
Jacobsen, who collected both people and artifacts for the 
Hagenbeck zoo and for the Berlin Gesellschaft ftir 
Anthropologie in the late nineteenth century. 


Richard Brown (Reader in History, School of African and 
Asian Studies University of Sussex) has won a 1989 Research 
Grant from the Rockefeller Archive Center for a study of the 
International African Institute and the development of social 
anthropology. 


Gloria Flaherty (German Dept., University of Illinois, 
Chicago) is completing a book on shamanism in the 
Enlightenment, having worked back from an interest in 
performance, through major intellectual figures (Goethe, 
Herder, Diderot) to the ethnographic sources in which 
shamanism was first described. 


Marc Manganaro (English Deptment, Rutgers) looks forward 
to his anthology Modernist Anthropology: From Field-Work to 


Text coming out in 1990. He is also working on a book 
concerning the rhetoric of authority behind the comparativism 
of Frazier, Eliot, Frye and Joseph Campbell. It is an 


examination of pre-ethnogaphic materials, the comparativism 


11 





April 6, 1940 
MEWORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY ORNERAL 


have fuet been eonfidentially eévieed thet Mr. 

Trenk\Boes, Room 2716, 80 Rookefeller Pleze, Sew YorR 

“ City, Te Briting the etteched letter te quite 6 number 
+ of tadtuiduele requesting them to eene te Fashingt 
Sunday, pris léth, tn re ee they may seek 
views with President Reo with you, with Senctore 
Theeler ead Ferris, end  yenbora of Gengr 

@ak for an investigation ir the Val. You wtll 

the letter thet the necting te to be « 


~. cease 22 cncretes tte I (029 


e inet Untveresty tn Hew York City, te one of the 
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STthem, Aneng pther gh whieh he holds te 9 
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EGERA. BO~ 8" OF INVESTIGAT! 



























You ere undoubtedly quere hg the epprehenston wt Hyes 
wateh tatelligent people Shreugheut the country have reeltsetie 
the dangerous neture and seepe of the FII's setivitics ae ramen: 
e@ently exposed by Senator Borris and the Senate Iateratate 
Couneree Conntoston. Ve have learned that the FRI's uneuth¢ 
end violent retds tn Detrots are appsreatly only one phase & 
Sadenceres te: preseeure of tapping wtres, epytag en Jeber 
thee end eatedliohing fer Suture upe @ netion-wide tadex ft 
pregresetve tadividuale whe heve never been either eonvt 
eeoused of orine. 





¥t would eppeer that nothing less then o thorough 
tavestigation af these entacus cetivittes of the FBI gen pre 
@ repetition tr 1940 er 1946] the orgentzed national etter 
thet horrifted the country ta 1919 end 192. 


eppeel te the eduiatetretio 
on Monday, the 15th, with Pre 
Jeotsen, Senetore Wheeler and Forr 
Beprepescetives to request 6 therough offtetel 


Whatever ection te finally taken will af course dope 
on these of us whe gether tn hingten. JZ thin’ tt te tupe 
ta th aneetion that there de adeolutely no pudltetty on 
notte: 41 after we held our necting. 


Wt2l you be adle te Join the delegation and to peraucde 
other prominent Anertoans of your coquatntence to gene with you? 


ZI realize thet the tine te short, dut tf we ere to ect 
et oll we must cot tunedtately. April 14th and 15th ere the } 
latest pesatble dates fer asfoesine getter, en's you kindly fo 
indicate your respense tumedtately tn the enclesed self-addressed . 
envelope. : 
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x Brtgadter General Edwtn M, Fateon 
Secretary to the Prestdent . 





The White House args ar id 
Washington, De Ce 3 . Laie 
j Dear Ceneral Fatson: ar StECIAL MESSENGER 2 


: J am attaching o Photostatte copy of~e ‘ 
a letter stoned by Professor FransXboas, whtch I +f 
— understand has been widely ctroulated with reference | 
nF te @ proposed mecting to Be held tn Washington . 
! h Aprtl 14, 1940, to protest to the Preatdent sgataee 
“3 the alleged untenful Gottuities of the Federa. oe . 
: tt’ Bureau of Investigation, I thought that the a3 
” Preatdent ond you would be interested tn thie 
- Conmuntcatton, tncemuch es tt sta thot thte 
i group Proposes to seck tntervieus h the Prestdent 
i on “onday, April 15, 1960, > ‘ 








a 
3 rondum labeled “Confidential” and entit 
A ment_on the Menace of the J, jeIag” which was sent ie 
g out from the sane address the letter etgued by 
* 
F} 





There t# also attached a copy we, Reno~ 
in, 
"State~ 








Professor Boas, 


‘ : I have just been tnforned by @ relioble 
0: source that the meeting Aas been temporartly post« 
poned for a few days. Jevertheleas, I did think . 
that beth of yeu would be inte ested tn thie matter 
ae us Professor Boos ts 
Comnuntet Party, according to 
, recetved. He te over etghty years 
Pye ectd to be peralyred and seldom cones effte 
3 Ate nome hae been promtne: ‘ly linked with varteous 
organtzations durtng the pest peverelyeeres Ter 
yi i 
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¢119...¥m. J. Burns, notorious labor spy, heads FBI with J. E Hoover ' 


( (dividuals to "cooperate" in "intelligence" work.- admits on Nov. 30 be- 


~~ 0d anti-union investment by Congressional jactionaries - Calle for 


2,46 
all Public indignation forces Senate interstatd Babess boemtseion to 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE U.S. VS. THE FBI 


"They" (viotims of the Detroit raids) were denied all the rights and 
‘ivileges that our Constitution Guarantees to every citizen however hum 
.e." These words of Sen. Norris are pertinent to the current activities | 


‘ the FBI - they apply equally as well to the history of the Bureau for 
1@_ past 20 years: 


wil 


Ychief aide — General Intelligence Division, directed from 1919-24 by : 
‘over, abolished because of nationwide indignation at activities - Hoov- 
joereone notorious raids in 1919-20 under guidance of Att'y General 
cimer. 


'21...General Intelligence Division compiles elaborate index of 450,000 
‘berals and radicals, among them Supreme Court Justice Harlan Btone, 
mators Thomas, Wheeler and Borah, Dean Roscoe Pound,and Frank P. Walsh. 


127...Felix Frankfurter charges legal murder of Sacco and Vanzetti "part 
a collusive effort between the District Attorney and agents of the 
‘partment of Justice". 


139...Intelligence Division re-established on outbreak of war - Hoover 
“vaseumes dangerous powers - invites banks, corporations, railroads and 


eomE [SUCTION ous 
T @MTOA - ELIT ZALIVISIONI TVHOL 


.'re House Appropriations Committee compilation of extensive indices of 
‘dividuals, groups, and organizations engaged "in any activities that 
‘e possibly detrimental to the internal security of the U.S." 


“M4Q...Hoover testifies 430 plants receive FBI "protection" ...12,000 more 
) receive it in case of war - complete spy system furnished private em- 
-oyers at public expense - Gets {9,000,000 appropriation....considered 














‘ngerprinting of all on relief - Shows hand by Detroit raids! 
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ili for investigation of illegal wire-tapping by, aver's Burewu. Tae 
ict 
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t are the its o His Boi 
Congress has given the General Intelligence vies “al 


ng 

\on to establish ex systems of persons not acoused of crime, to check 
1 fingerprints of non-criminal workers in factories or on relief, to 
wry out its "plant-protection" work. 

The Law restricts Hoover's activities "To the detection and prosecu- 
on of crimes" only, 

SECTION 500, Title 5 of the U.8. Code authorizes the Department of 
istice to classify and check only on oeiminal identification cards, 

SECTION 605 of Communications Act absolu' ely prohibits wire-tapping 
‘ any police agency, including the FBI, for any purpose whatsoever. 

TWO DECISIONS in the Supreme Court forbid wire-tapping by Federal 
jlice agencies, 


On December 1, 1939, Hoover admitted that 2/5 of the FBI's oriminal 
ages were either unassigned or uninvestigated. Instead of functioning 
1 the anti-crime agency of the government, the FBI has thus become a 
-rtual political police force. As now constituted, it is a threat to 
terican Democracy. WRITE PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, ATTORNEY GENERAL JACKSON 
'D YOUR SENATORS ASKING FOR FULL INVESTIGATION OF FBI AND PUBLIC DES- 
‘UCTION OF ITS ILLEGAL "BLACKMAIL" FILE. 
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April 23, 1940 
» _ MEMORANDUM FOR THE SOLICITOR GENERAL 
\ 
Aa of posatble tnterest, I om enclosing 
herewith a copy ef a page frem the April ftret - 
\ 
National Legtslotive Letter, which te tesued by 
the Nattonal Emergency Conference for Democratic Me 
Rtghts. 
The Honorary Chotrman of thie orgentzctton 
ts Professor Franz Boss, of Columbia Untveratty. ne 
Zery truly yours, = 
fer. Tote € 
Bet ee Jehu Edger Heover - = 2 
nr te Director Es a > 5 
a wees m @ Aw $ 
te, corm, 2S. & 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


( Ade of posstble tnterest, I am enclosing 
herewtth a cepy of o page from the April firat 
ae Hattonal Legtelative Letter, which is teaued by H 
the Hattonal Smergency Conference for Democratic 
Rights. 
( The Honorery Chotrman ef thts organization 


fe Professor Franz Boas, of Columbia University. 
Respectfully, 
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Aprtl 12, 1940 


MSUOLANDUN Job THE SOLICITOR ORNERAL 


\ a Z am tronsnitting herewtth, for your taforma- 
tion, @ copy of o memorandum whtch I ferwarded to 

the Attorney General em April 4, 1960, concerning 

itr. qrenehe cas, together with a copy of a letter 

whitch irs te Sorware sag: to a number of tadividuals 
requeating them te come to Fosktngton om Sunday, 

Aprtl 14, 1940, to seek tnterviews with prominent 
efftctale for the purpose of requesting en tnventfig- 
tton of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. = — 






I am also enclosing, tn thie connectton,” 0 OpY 
of @ memorandum which I forwarded to the Attorney, ~ 


General on Aprtl 8, 1940, with respect to wr. Boas. 2 


Very truly yours, S z 
fr. Toren = INFORMATION CONTAINED John Edgar Hoover 
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Brtcadter Ceneral Edvtn M. Woteon 
Page Two 
Aprtl 13, 1960 








Comatttee for the Defer of_Leon Trotekys Honorary ~- 
President of the¥cerman-American League for Cultures 
an advisor on the organisation of thefHew wor. a 
Resettlene. _for Spanish Lefugeess and & 
Bponsor for t ‘Spontah_Intdllectual Ate, He ts 6 
member of the Mnerican League to Abolish Copttal 
Puntzhment; theyJohn Reed ClubsjsXWew School for : 
Zoctal Research; xdvieory. Counc Avec ly, or (a 
Cultural Rélattona with kysetast#attonal Comnittee 
Political PrisonerszxWorld Congress 
Conntttee for Struggle 2cainse 





or the Defensé ~ 
Agatnst kor ;xAnertc 
ixitional-Conalitee ¥Leacue Agotnet. Zaecians 
ANattonar cvonatttee to Zid Victins ef Cerman Fosctome 
x¥orId joewayesxConferen on Pon-d4merican Democracys 
Fld Kasoctation for the Lavancencnt of Athetem, 


0 
ater numerous other organtzattone. 
with beet wishes and kind regards, ct ar 











Sincerely yours, © 
3. Eégar Hoover 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director, athe? 
¥. B. I, % 
Washington, D.C. Mes 24 






Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I am enclosing herewith photostat of - 
Page five of the spr: ietpusions wormucrs 
LETTER, 4, 
nis being an attack 


identification in the margin was made by us. | 
We have gathered quite a comlete 
record of the officers of the MECDR and we would, 
unhesitatingly, declare it to be subversive on 
the basis of the past records and performance of 


many of the officers - 
Profe r_ Fr. ‘Boas of Columb: 
University, who is the honorary chairman, belongs 


to more than a score of definitely and, in fact, 
extreme left-wing organisations. 
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2 














bf=-FINAG — IGS 





am |!) 


RECORDED 





4prtl 23, 1940 


(YX) 
()10(0) 





veor 


In the noe of Mr. Hoover from Washing- 
ton, I wanted to acknowledge recetpt of your 
kind letter of april 15, 1940 enclosing @ 
photostattc copy of Page 5S of the April ftrat 
tesue of the Hattonel Legislative Letter. 





J aholl be very glad to eal] your con- 
muntoatton to Mr. Hoover's attentton upon 
hte return to Washington, and I am sure he 
wtll apprectate your action tn sending this 
matertal to htm. 















= 

3 
me, Toteen Very truly youre, > 
note 
A Yom . 
ar, etees w 
wr, uaa = 
mr cattey oo. 
tom A Ss 


< _ 


Me, amton 
we. beter 





| 





aw APR E4140 x 











nn capy FILED TN 















FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | oe 


Forra No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK CITY FILE NO. 
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Geeezcan COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC 
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% ¢ => Deligve that ny Othee nee a he State University 
1 52 of Iowa were members of the organization. He added that ee 
x — he believed the aim of the organization was to fight for 5; Me 
=U] free textbooks. atl tN 
te si -RUC- eae 
Reference: Report of Special Agent dated ws/a |X, arg 
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regarding any information E 
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on no knowledge of any pro’ 
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whether he could be safely interviewed. 
citizen of Middle-Western American s 


2° : 
any sense o: subject 
of intellectual freedom. Sie: en 
as being quite a good mixer, one who did not Acipa: any political ~ 


discussions; the that he was rabidly interested in was 








his subject of 


Agent interviewed d discreetly 
asked 


that he had joined the organization at ~~ 
| the request of Professor BOAZ of Columbia University. He stated - 
‘that he had received a letter ‘trom Professor BOAZ telling him that ~& 


the aim of this committee was to fight for free textbooks. He stated’. 
that he was not a "joiner" and 
a letter of this type. Howev. £ 
was, thenfore, very in ig being done ‘essor-— 
BOAZ and that it was ho prevailed upon him to answer. 
Professor BOAZ'S letter in ‘irmative. . é 4 






































the committee wasaspousing, he felt that it was only fair to the 
Committee and to himself that he resign. He stated that he just wasn 
able to keep up to date with the Committee, but that he felt it was 
“very high minded" and that their cause was Probably a good one. He 
added, however, that he wrote a letter to the Secretary stating that - 
he was much out of touch with the organization and that under the ¥ 
circumstances, he felt that his name should be deleted from the comnit! 
roster. Professor BOAZ appealed to him not to leave the committees but 
he was adamant, and his resignation was finally accepted. noi 




























C 
(pH added that he did not know anything about 
the present organization, its setup or anything ebout its present 
policies, program or membership. 2 
In view of all of these facts, and because there are no 


further undeveloped leads to be investigated in this connection and. 
upon the advice of the Special Agent in Charge, this matter is being -- 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 




















Ptoclaim American~ 
Re-discovery Week 


Civil Rights Defense Against Warmongers Is Ke-/ 
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pee! eee 
to Havana Ka 
With Plea for Refuge 
ie By Beth McHenry © ~ 
Declaring that the Americas must open their doors to, 
‘the anti-fascist refugees now facing persecution and death 
in France “if the Americas ‘ep fascism out of this 
continent,” 1 of Columbia 
‘University, yesterday flew to) Havana to make an urgent 
plea to the Pan-Americat COR — —_——— 
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|Boas Committee Says Attack Is Not Only Ag: 
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Committee forDénioch 
& —|Answers ‘Name’ Calling 
, i Statement Attacks ‘Campaign of Rumor’ “Against 
. Organization; Upholds All Acts of Its. * 
M Elected Leadetship Z 


A sharp attack against the “mounting campaign o! 
rumor, innuendo, and name-calling” in general and against 
harges that it has been a “front organization” for Com- 


unist activitisg was issued yesterday by the executive com- 
ittee of theAguerican Committee for Democracy and. 
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